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AVe are rejoiced to see the cordiality
with which the Democracy of Tennes-
see are rallying to the support of the
nominees lor Supreme Court Judges.
We hear no murmur from either of
the three grand divisions of the State,
I.wrvlxxly seems clamorous for the
tit kret. We like to see real in behalf
of such candidates. It is preferable to
that torpid insincerity which would
have pervaded the Slate, had not the
i lemocrGey kindled the camp fires
upon every hill, in every valley, vil-

lage and hamlet. We welcome the
-- jpport of the Independents and
Etadieajp who were preparing a ticket
.,1 theft1 own, and would have united
. n ijue had not a Convention been
held. We care not by what motives!
Um B uiicalsand Independents are in- -

in -l to abandon their organization
and to r.tily to the nominees of a Con-

vention unrepresented by a single
Rattlrtl or Independ-
ent, and opposed by both,
if i no ciiHiiii of I lemoeracy are wil- -

iluir lo purge themselves of old party
j.i-- i in. old support for Judge

nocfus nominated ry Democrats,
we surely, have no objection to their
iuduiging in the beliel that the present

' i:v. -- id ol ail partisanship,
it 'L- - ! be hojied Uiat it is shorn of
.hat kind of LaISeaI partisanship
wlii' h has cursed Tennessee for four

. ..lid ilio equally as objectionable
part isanship which the growling Ish-t- n

lei i tes, called Independents, would
inaugurate upon the ruins ol defunct

. i i It argues well for the
i.rosperity aud tranquillity of

I see, to see Use people united in
support! one ticket for our Supreme
Curt Judges. II that sectional

which has been con-

cerned in a spirit ol such in-t--

hostility to the Constitution,
and which is rapidly maturing into a
'.;iiiniit d despotism, cannot cause us

to !orget for awhile our domestic
and to unite into one com-

mon lond for the protection of our
lilwrties and the preservation of oar
institutions, theu indeed are we (alien
upon evil time. We support the
candidates for Supreme Court Judges
l'ciuse they are qualified; bteattsc
they ure Democrats, nominated by
1 sent to Nashville by a

"eriu .nttic people; and we are wil
ling to receive the of

ven those who propose to regard the
contest in no spirit of partisanship.

Di JtiMi the test twenty years near-
ly a million Asiatic laborers have
been imported into the West Indian
islands, exclusive of Cuba and l'orto
iikso, which eotwtderably swell the
figures given. Last year alone 12,-t- ti

came from Calcutta to the Islands
of Trinidad, Demarara, St. V incest
aud Mauritius, showing a continuous
tlow of immigration. Frugal, indus-
trious, tenijerate and aoiuisitive,
tlsey have saved not inconsiderably
from their meagre wages. Recently
four hundred and thirty-eigh- t re-

turned to their native land, carrying
with them their accumulated earn-
ings, amounting to over sixty-fiv- e

thousand dollars. And, more re-

cently, three hundred and seventy-- t
wo coolies were sesut back from Trin-

idad, at th expiration of their con-

tracted term of service, and carried
home eighty-eigh- t thousand three
hundred and fifteen dollars. Will not
i i i- - like these operate on the Chinese
s mi. what as the return of the original
explorers ol California loaded with
gold operated on our countrymen to
induce an overwhelming StPeam of
emIgral ion?

That precious rascal, Howard, of
the FrgiiitssTn's Bateau, has been
whitewashed by the Congresssional

as v;ts 4o have been ex-

pected. The of the com-
mittee Is the Tennesst Arnell, who
pocketed from Kutter some thousands
ol tin i hool fund, and does not pro-

pose to return it to the orphans of the
Stole he niLsieproseuts in Congress.
The approN al of such a committee is a
brand of inlauiy too indelible to be
eflaced. Thus thieves mutually sus-

tain each other.

Th i. people of lii hiuoud owe it to
theu-ielve-s and the country to send
pat Woods, the lively drayman who
knocked over a Congressman named
Fortor, to thnaext Congreas. The re-

sult will be that no liadical Congress-

man, in this or any future age of the
l uiied States, will find it pleasaut to
drift about among jerakJer-- . Beast
jjsjtlrr says a Congressman's person w

sacred. Let Bichmoud sanctify Pat
Woods, and every Kadical rascal in
W iodiington will be "daeently cianed

out." If color make patriots, why not
lists, Congressiuen?

Great Man Who have Recently Fallen

Judo A. B. Longstreet, not long
ago President of the University of
Mississippi, and better known every-
where in America as the author of the
inimitable book " Georgia Scene.-.- "

died not many days ago in Oxford,
Mississippi. The two first books the
writer ever read were " Weems
Washington " rather a solier joke on
fhe country's paternal ancestor, and
"Georgia Scenes," the finest piece of
broad fun ever conceived by a South-
ern writer. Curiously enough, there
wa nothing in Judge Longstreet's
manner or appearance, when we knew
him, forty years after his book was
pul.liished, to lead to the supposition
that such a dignified, quiet gcnlJeauau
bad ever dreamed ot " Blossom and
bis horse Bullet," of the atrm ious
Ned Brace, or of that wonderful

in which McDuffie Cal-hou- u

and Grimke are sail to have
flgiired with IongsLre't and the father
of the present Dr. Waildell, who, for
nearly half a century, was President
of tke University of eorgia. Ir.
Longstreet was the uucle of the Con-

federate General, a machine that
served Lee well when uader the mus-

ter's hand, but an utter failure when-
ever he conducted an itide)eudeut
campaign. The venerable Judge, who
must have leen nearly eijrhty
years ol age at the time
ot his death, was the school-
fellow at Yale of the utto Col.
John Pope, of this county, one of the
most accomplished gentlemen that
ever gave tone to social lile In any
community. Through the latter
years of his Hie, Judge L.ingstreet
was President of the University of
Midshstippi, a position which he ahau-done- d

because of his great age. We
have heard it said that Judge Long-stre- et

never cared to cnu less the au-

thorship of "Georgia Scenes;" in fact,
that when he became a Methodist, he
was disposed to repudiate the unique
production. Why, we can hardly un-

derstand. Extravagant as are the
stories told, they give a very accurate
apprehension ot backwoods Southern
six-ia- i life of sixty years ago. The
militia muster and practice for the
court day tight of country bullies has
given place to zouave drills, base ball
and "the code." There's progress for
you, but whether Longstreet approved
the new and learned to condemn old
modes of amusement and code of
honor, we never learned. In private
life he was kindly, devoted to books,
and, long ago, distinguished for his
skill as a flute player, tie nas many
papers that will be published in fu-

ture years which may irh'e those who
onlv knew him a the author of
"Georgia Scenes," a very different ap
prehension oi ins lorty intellectual
worth and character.

Rear-Admir- al John A. Daiilirren.
who ditd Thursday at the navy-var- d

at Washinjrton, a Philauelphian, en
tered the L Luted states navy in lia.
He was an ordnance officer ten years.
and tierfected the Dahhrren gun. He
became a captain in loti2, and Chief of
the Bureau ol Ordnance, in lab.; He
was Bear-Admira- l, relieving Dupont.
By a con, bined land and naval opera-
tion Morris' Island was captured and
Fort Sumter demolished. In Februa--

ary, 1S04, he did a small plundering
business along St. John's river. He
met Mierman at Savannah, and
thought, it is said, that Savunnuh sur-
rendered because he (Dahlgren) hove
in sight. lie was again commandant
at the navy-yar- d at Washington when
death gave him a long furlough.

Alexander William Kinglake, a
prominent English author and poli-
tician, died on Sunday, in the fifty-nint- h

year of his age. Mr. Kinglake
was a lilieral in politics, and, though
speaking littJe, was a member of great
weight in the House of Commons.
He lost his seat for Bridgewater in
consequence of the briberies which
were fastened npon his committee in
the election, but it was never sup-
posed that Mr. Kinglake himself was
even cognizant of these corrupt pro-
ceedings. It is as an author, how-
ever, rather than as a member uf ni

rgeant-at-law,whic- dig-
nity he had attained before coloring
tbe House, that Mr. Kinglake will bo
longest remembered. Few more bril-
liant books of Oriental travel have
ever been written than " Eitheti,"
aud his "History of the Crimean
War " is regarded, even hytHose who
discredit it, as a most vivid and pow-
erful presentation of facts and argu-
ment. The verdict of posterity will
probably come nearer to his judgment
of Napoleon the Third th;ui many are
now willing to believe. In nerMH
Mr. Kinglake was small and flight,
in manner shy and reticent, in ordi-
nary intercourse Mainland courteous,
in private life in the highest degree
estimable. His Loudon lodgings were
in St. James' Plaee, near to tbe house
of the late Samuel lingers, lie never
married.

The War Crisis.

Prussia speaks at last. Not for
peace or :U diplomatic forms. I'riuce
Leopold of Hehentiollern declines the
Spanish throne, but in declining it
openly insults the iower by which be
has been forced to the step. He adopts,
of course, the flimsy tictiou of the
bead of his family, that PrOMta had
nothing to do with and no knowledge
of the offer which he first accepted
without consulting ber auil now to
save her dignity declines. With this
I'riuce Leopold, having spoken the
piece set down for him, retires from
the scene.

But Prussia also speaks and to the
purpose. Her troops are marching
forward to the Rhine Moltke, the
"organiser of victory" in lWi, is clos-
eted with the fanatical and obstinate
old King William. Behind tho mov-
ing columns of her peak-helmet-

soldiers surges the wave of popular
passion. For near four years Prussia
has been excited aud educated to an-
ticipate a war with France, it has
been the almost openly avowed pur-
pose, it has been the absolutely domi-
nant motive, of the policy of her
rulers to prepare her people for snch a
w ar. To keep her army ready for it,
to increase the etlicieacy of that
army, to feed its spirit of battles,
and to reinforce its offensive
machinery, the government of fount
Bismarck has devoted its best ener-
gies ever since the signature of the
treaty of Prague. To these ends all
other considerations have been subor-
dinated. For four years past Prussia
and the States annexed to Prussia
have been ruled by the sword as inso-
lently as were these United States
during the civU war as insolently
and under substantially tbe same pre-
text. As Americans were invited to
saerince their personal liberties to
"the life of the nation," so have Ger-
mans been asked to lay their rights
and their private self-respe- upon
tbe altar ot the "unity ot the Father-
land."

When, after such a training, the
armies of such a country are set in
motion to anticipate the iwoe of a di-

plomatic difficulty between their own
government and the country against
which all their training has been di-
rected, it is not easy to doubt what
tbe issue will be. Count Bismarck is
striving to gain time in 170 by the
same means which he inni Ui the .same
end in lsoi. He Ir dealing now, ho --

ever, not with the slow aud ill organized

empire uf Austria, but with the
fiery and compacted empire of France.
And iti.s hardly to be expected thai Uas
delay already accorded him will
stretch teond a very few hours to
come. Far France on her side began
to move her troops before her antttgo- -

niflta, and each moment bring" these
charged and electrical clouds of war
dangerously nearer and nearer to-

gether. Behind the moving hosts,
too, of France as well as Prussia, the
popular ol a great na-
tion moves. If Prussia has
been threatening Frauee for
four years past, for four years,
also, has threatened Prance been
straining with anger at
her leash. It is needless to recapitu-
late all the occasions, great and small,
of reciprocal provocation given or
sought during this titty) by the two
powers. One serious diplomatic tact
alone has stood oat during these four
years in bold relief as a provocation
from Berlin which all France has re-
cognized, and against which the gov

THE SUNDAY MOKNTNGf APPEAL.-JLT-LY 17, 1870.
ernment of France has nJVer ceased
to raise a voice of protest antl of warn-
ing. That this fact will now bepressed
home upon the Pnmiga government
for explanation and adjustment, in
spite of the disposal made of the can-
didacy ol Prince Leopold, can hardly
lie doubted. Our dispatches ot this
morning, Indeed, inform us and it is
ou the whole the most important
pieee of information which they
bring oa that in tke Legisla-
tive Body yesterday M. Gambetta,
the brilliant Radical orator who
leaped lasf spring at a single bound to
a recognized position as the drat
spea ker of the House, gave notice that
he should call upon the government
to force this matter to a conclusion.
We mean, of course, the fifth article
of tbe Tieaty of Prague, concluded in
i on, l I ween Austria anil Prussia,
under the direct auspices of Frauee.
By this article Prussia bound herself
to" accent from Austria all Hie Aus-

trian claims upon the allegiance of
Northern Hehlewig, subject to ttveex-pres- s:

.'.iiiditlon that, "if by free
voting the districts of North Stubs vvig
shall mn'ioJesl the wish to be united
to Dciiiuark, the districta in question
shall he ceded to Denmark. ' Tke
honor of Prance was entraged to se-

cure the fulfilment of this condition.
It has never been lulfllled. Tbe Prus-
sian government has evaded every
i, .e;i for its fulfilment, whether
made by France, by Austria, by Den-

mark, or by tbe people of Schleswig
themselves.

What M. (lambetta speaking, be
i I observed, not for the imperialists,
hut for the Radical Republicans of
Prance; not for the dynasty of the
Napoleons, but for the rights and hon-
or of his nation now proposes must
be taken m signify lhat, in the opin-io- u

even of all the Radicals of Prance
who are not bent on subordinating
their patriotism itself to their hatred
oi the imperial government, Prussia
has proved by her conduct in regard
to the SpanLs'h candidacy that ber re-
fusal to fulfill the treaty of Prague has
been conceived in contempt of and
hostility to France. She has not
purged' herself of the imputation of
hostility in the matter of Prince Leo
pold by abandoning Uiat personage lo
his original obscurity. But M. (hun-hett- a

demands that the purgation go
on and be made complete. It is not
to be imagined that the imperial gov-
ernment, after exacting of Prussia by
so costly a display of force a derisive
reparation of the more recent insult,
can show iteelt less sensitive than M.
i lambetta in regard to the older and
more openly persisted in cause of sc

--Vetc York World.

THE BIBLE REVISION WORK.

Holy Communion Administered to tbe

From the Londun Times, June 27.

It may be interesting to recall a
scene which was briefly noticed in the
columns of the Times as having oc-

curred .luring the past week, anil
which gives a pleasing augury lor a
better feeling between the contending
tactions of church aud state. We re-
fer to the participation in the holy
communion by the company of the
revisers of the authorized version of
the New Testament, which occurred
in Henry 'H..,s chapel in Westmin-
ster abbey, preparatory to their en-
trance on their important work. A
notice had been issued to each of the
body to the etlect Uiat the sacrament
would administered there, on the
day of their first meeting, to such of
the b'Hlv as should feel disposed to
attend. Some few were prevented
frou. appearing; but at the hour
named as many as twenty presented
themselves, anu were placed in the
ancient stalls of the cjapel. No one
else assisted.

The dean read the service from the
communion table at the head of Henry
VII. 's tomb. It so happened that this
table thus received ils lirst use. it
had within a Jew days past rcplactd a
temporary table, having, as the in-

scription around it records, !een
erected in the place of the ancient
altar which once indicated the spot
h here Edward VI. was buried, prob-
ably to meet the wishes of his sister
Mury, and hail leeu destroyed by the
Puritans in Uie civil war. (Jo the
marble slab which covers its top is
.iactsi the liaguieul ol the beautifully

carved frieze of the lost altar, found
unexpectedly lust year in Edward
VP's grave, together with other frag-
ments of rained altars which hap-ptin- i

o io be at baud lor a like purpose.
In front of this table, thus itself a
hi. innncnl ot the extinct strifes of
former i lays, aud round the grave of
the ynuihhil Protestant King in whose
reign the English Bible first received
its axknowledged place in the corona-
tion ul the sovereign, as well as ils
free and geueral circulation through-
out the people, knelt together, the
Imiid ot scholars and divines, consist-
ing of representatives of almost every
form of Christian belief in England.
There were bishops of the estab-
lished church, two of them by their
venerable years connected with the
past generation ; t here were t lie repre
sentatives oi our historic cathedrals
and collegiate churches, of our learned
universities, f our laborious paro-
chial charge, and of our chief eccle-
siastical convocation ; and with those,
intermingled without distinction,
were ministers of the established and
of the free church of Scotland, and of
almost every church
in England Independent, Baptist,
Wesleyan, Unitarian. It is not to be
supposed that each one of those pres-
ent entered with equal agreement into
every part of the service ; but it is
surely not without a hopeful signifi-
cance that neither on Uie side of the
church nor of ty was
there any " religious difficulty" raised
as to a Joint participation on such an
occasion in the most venerable and
sacred ordinance of the Christian re-
ligion.

The chapel of Henry VII. has wit-
nessed many famous sights, more
august aud more stirring- - the funerais
of kings and princes, of nobles, gen-
erals and statesmen; the debates of
the Westminister Assembly, and of
the convocations of the English
Church; the installation of the
Knights of Bath, whose banners wave
from the roof, and whose swords were
deposited beneath tbe altar raised on
that spot. But it may be doubted
whether it has ever been the scene of
an event so fraught, if rightly consid-
ered, with possibilities of kindly in-

tercourse between jarring tactions,
and pacific solution of warring prob
lems, as mat wnicn nappeuea, silent,
un.'bserved, on the 22d of June.

Dreams to ba Useful.

The London Lmoe-- t has published a
paper by ltev. Dr. Henry Mandsiey,
who has ioug studied the reciprocal
action between mind and body. He
takes tbe ground that each disease is
attended by certain psycological as
well as physical eirecta, aud as a

that the involuntary action
Of the brain during sleep may furnish
new indications for diagnosis. In a
dream, the background on which thephantoms move, is often determined
by Uie state of the internal organs,
the irrjtalion of which awakens into
some activity that part of the brain
with wliicJi the irritated organ is in
sieciUc -- yiiipathy. Acwrdiuglv sym-
pathetic ideas springing out of the
feuimg unite in dreams. When active
consciousness is suspended, organic
sympathies, which before were unpor-oeivc.- l,

declare thcniselvt-- s to the
mind. Tbiaacuiuiits for dreams in
which the dreamer supposes hiurseli
attacked with a certain disease which
is soon after ilevelopnt. His dream
' coming truff" is simply an evidence
that the revelation was the result of
tii.i vm pathetic action which at first
oidy aJlccied Uie brain during sloep.
This now and ingenious theory will
doubtless lead many physicians to
make observations in the same direc-
tion, and thus establish its truth or
falsity. -

An Irish girl at Erie, a day or two
since, caught another gir, on the side-
walk who had ou a hoop-skir- t and a
white skirt stolen from the party of
the first part, and compelled her to
take them off aud surrender them
then and there.

FsWUie Sunday Appeali --A- v s
JOE MATTHEWS' WARNING.

' H'm( Wtiottor 1oOlin Damn rd'"
Stannoh Old J Matthew... Governor of

Mississippi some yes. is ?slii. was foasl of a
good story, and kuw how to tell one, too.
Tbe follow log 'e'perioi ' was related by
blm to en old friend while Jogging along one
bleak November night:

Says he and Ula voice It wah solemn and
deep,

And his head shook from side to rhle
" You're a akupttcal man; now listen to ine

While 1 tell of my leomiay ride:

It waa years ago, but the years seem like

Vet now, uren now as I think,
My cheeks grow pate, and my hall stands

upright.
My blood seems lo cnrdle and shrink.

The lever aud agaehad racked my tall frame:
I waa leau, 1 was weak, 1 was palu;

My nerves weic tiuktiuug, ui, luu:k It was
ion;

My chums called mo Ueneroi All.
It was dreary Decern ber' col.l, wlulry time,

And Ihe bate ires Hrerned shivering all
Aud the stirou-lis- isuoji gave a .i. light

As It fell on the steeple U11.

My duu " Kosluaute " was bare-boue- d auil
tall.

Long-heade- , of course: , ....
And some wag cried out :is we leM the town.

' There goes" lieath ou Ula ol.l pale fronts."

Dhtinal and darker the ulgbl It wore ou.
Aud the way it was ruxgisl and drear;

Aud the screech-owl'- s scream aud the howl-

ing Wind
Werethe ouly sonnds I could hear.

As 1 neared the lone churchyard my heart
Ileal last,

For the ghost-walkin- g Mine it was nigh;
Aud the white graveslouiv seemetl to move

aud nod.
And the pines gave n mournful sl jh

Here mv nag stopped short with a horrible
neigh;

He trembled ; he roll.-- his great eyes'
From a a new mtulr rrnvr I fearfully Raw

A terrific wild shape arise.

Twaa the Devi 1, 1 for 1 saw his horns
ills black cloven leet, 1 rowl

And says I, ' Joe M.. you're come for sure;
There's no time for csnoidnoni now.'

My sharp spurs 1 dug lu vain, oh! Id vain.
And that :.in It tiew on like the wind;

Flew over the graves and over tbe wall.
Then np with a spring on behind,

it gathered me tight with grasp of a vice,
liave a blow with Its hoof on my side;

Then my steed reared aud plunged, theu off
like a shot,

And like Tarn O'Shanter did we ride.

Mod, headlong, we rushed at a thundering
pace;

Trees Hew, fences galloped it seemed
Nor slackened his gait 'till out through the

dusk
The lights of the home fires gleamed.

Fearfully wild were t no tuonnis Uiat arose
On that horrible, mad, wild ride.

And the bony arms seemed to press me down
And to pierce my aching side.

When we stopped, it was gone be It devil or
ghost

And a solemn thought It came in :

'TIS jtmir vnrninr;, Joe Matthews; your lesae
has ran out;

You'd better repent of yonrsln.'
Not the gleam of a smile wore my race tbat

ntrht.
As I sat with my pen and iuk.

Aud wrote out my last will aud testament.
And most sr ri ssti hy did think.

Next morning I fett that my time it waashort.
My friends and my neighbors called in.

I told them my tale; showed the print of the
hoof;

Bead my will and you might he-ar- d a pin.

While thus sadly engaged, a horseman rode
up.

And bawled with a .jneer Kogllsh twang:
'I'm a Hengllshman, unllug lor suiumat

that's lost
Ml' show beast, tbe hvurtiny-ltiAdaHy- !

He al'ays ha'e ridden ahlnt o' my nag.
But he scared, ban' 'as played ;ue a trick.

Wilt 'elp me to unt uu f I'll take 11 as kind.
I fear the poor btasllu It sick.'

t'p jnmped T I yelled to the top of my lungs;
f laughed and I danced with deilghl.

To think thai Joe .Matt hews, of old Mississlp'
Near died oi a nunh g's offriykli '.'

ItaMUS, .lune, is;o.

For the Sunday Appeal. J

THE MOMENTS.

Mrnmm mu srstmssn past a issbdm
Pot OOSUkUng the moments, lor each has a

life,
Be they oi glad ue-.s- . m they of strife.
Be thoy ol soi row. dull, heavy aud slow.
Yet each bus a rccoid as on war. I they go.

Be they to mammon bartered for gain ;

All glorious with rapture, u l tortnied wllh
pain;

Still then a a record kept tar up on high
Kept by uu angel a baud up iu tbe sky.
Be they in prayer -- pent, be They In song;
Be they to pleasuie lent all the day long;
Slill there's a record kept nut kept in and
Fur " the realms oi space by au

uuar-.- i i baud.
Be they in deeds of love, be they for lod;
Br they for loved ones under the sod ;

Still there's a record kept far np above.
Measured iu mercy, writteu in love.
Yes, be they to friend, lie they to foe,
!...:-t.- -r than sunbeams, blacker than woe;
Spilt hy Uie hand of age, wasted by youth.
Still there's a record kept, writteu iu truth.
Behey to wisdom, be they to good.
Be I bey lo thoughts of death's chilling flood:
Still there's a record kept, far out of sight.
Beyond the long reaching black shadows of

night.

Be they to smiles lie they to teais;
Be they lor grlel for fast ruuniug years;
Be they from youth to the " dark river;"
HUH there's a record kept standing forever.
O, God when judgment i iu J in I Ice bur. ed
i pen this our little sln-s- ti ickeu world,
Aud the "seas" are convulsed U "give up

llietr dead,"
And the page to my life iu this record is dead.
May the soul no louger lu stained garments

wear.
And loglouiot angels go flying through air
To tell the pale milllous from under the sod
That their and my records are written for

'
Uod.

11. F. TATUM.
Mem cms. July 15, hCll.

DICKENS IN CAMP.

The above Is t he title of these verses which
we tlud iu4be Oicrland ,v :or J uly :

Above the pines the moon was slowly drift-lo-

The river sang lielow ;
The dlui Sierras far bey ond upllf.lug

Their niluaret of snow

The roaring camp-fir- e, with rude humor,
painted

Tbe ruddy lints of health
Ou haggard face aud form that drooped aud

fainted
In the fierce rare for wealth;

Till one arose, and from his pack's scant
treasure

A hoarded volume drew,
And cards were dropped from bauds ot list-

less !e sure
To bear tbe tale anew;

Ami then, while round Uiem shadows gath-
ered faster.

And as the Ore light fell.
He read aloud ihe book wherein the master

Had writ of " .it tie Nell.''

Perhaps 'twas boyish fancy for the reader
Was youngest of them ail-B- ut,

as he read, from clustering plue and
cedar

A silence seemed to fall;

The gathering closer in the shadows.
Listened in every spray,

Whtlethe whole camp, with "Nell "on the
KssgiHtb meadows

Wandered and lost their way.

And so In mountain solitudes o'er taken
As hy some spell divine --

The cares dropped from them like theu. edle
shaken

From uul the gusty plue.

Lost is tbat camp, and wasted all It fire;
And he who wrought that spellT

Ah, towering pine and stately Kentish splra.
Ye hav e oue Isle to tell !

Lost Is tbat camp! but let lis fragrant story
Itleud with I he breath tbat thrills

With hop-vlue- s' Ineeuse ell the pensive
glory I

That nils Uia Kentish hills.
And on that grave where hlngllsh oak, and

holly.
And laurel wreaths entwine.

Deem it not alt a too presumptuous lolly
inis spray of Western ulue

The Ajrricultur.il Society of France
is at preseut debating the question
whether woodjieckers shouid ha in-
cluded in the list of birds injurious to
man or no, that is to say, whether
they ever perforate sound trees. Aa
yet no satisfactory evident has been
brought forward of the wtodecker
attacking any but insect-haunte-d Um-
ber.

Brick tea is a common Itussian bev-
erage. It is made of the dust of the
plant pressed in the form of bricks. '

Theater of War.

Deform of tke Rhise--Th- e French and

The

Sermai Fort ream ef the Border.

Ground Over which the Hotta now

Marshaling will Probably Move.

Probable European Alliance The Armies
and Navies ef Europe.

From the New York Tribune.
The following resume ol the proba-

ble theater of operations in the war
now opening between France and
Prussia, indicates the territory whose
conquest is Napoleon's real object in
thecomtng campaign. The possession
of the Prussian Provinces on the left
bank of the Rhine has long been the
favorite dream of French ambition.
Geographically, thce Provinces may
be nid to belong to tbe Empire, the
thine forming a natural Ixiuntlary be-

tween Prance and the Herman Con-
federations, although the population
of the coveted districts is Uerman
rather than French in its Hymiiathie ;

as well as in its language. For many
years both Powers have devoted Im-
mense sums of money to the strength-
ening of the frontiers anil their

lines of approach. The follow-
ing article, prepared by a arrnspon-den- t

in Dresden who has devoted
much time to a minute personal ex-

amination of the localities, describes
the brtneipa fortresses which an in-

vading army from either side will
have to enconnter.

The Prasslnn frontier crosses the
Khinc a few miles lielow Emmerich,
aud as long as Holland maintains a
strict neutrality in all Herman and
French complications, the topography
of the Netherlands cannot lielong to
the subject of this paper. The coun-
try along the Rhine is very flat as far
as Cologne, and the first large moun-
tains are the Klfel, on the left bank,
and the .Seven on the right. The
plains are fertile, and favorable to the
moving as well as the .sulrsisting of
armies.

Wesel is the first Prussian strong-
hold on the Rhine, and lies on the
right bank, just below the mouth of
the Lippe, commanding both rivers.
The works were commenced by Na-
poleon and finished by Prussia. They
consist of au irregular bastioned ram-
part with largo ravelins, a few out-
works, a strong citadel on the south
front, and Fort Blucher at the head of
the pontoon bridge which crosses the
river at this point. The garrison of
Wesel numbers at ordinary times
nearly 6000 men, while the whole popu-
lation is only lii.ooo.

Dusseldorf is no Rtronghold, but en-
joys tho best of communications, by
rail and otherwise, to the four points
of the compass. A pontoon bridge
crosses the river, and a considerable
body of troops is now stationed there.

Cologne has a beautiful stone bridge,
for both steam-car- s and carriages, be-

sides a pontoon-bridg- e and a steam
ferry, and is a great railroad center.
Its military importance is derived
from these facts, together with its po-

sition relative to the confines of the
great plain in which it stands, and to
the passes on the southwest. From
the camp of a Roman legion, it has
grown to a city of 1:10,000 inhabitants.
Its garrison, with that of Deuts, just
across the river, amounts to 7000 men.
These worksconsist of a d

wall, with a deep ditch, and an ad-

vanced line of isolated forts, similar,
but inferior, to those about Paris.
There are eleven of these forts, and
Deuts has a strong bridge-head-, with
some additional defensive works ; but
none are sufficiently advanced to pro-
tect the city and the bridge from the
long-rang- e fire of modern ordnance.
In the present state of affairs, the re-
duction of Cologne would seem quite
a practicable undertaking, so long as
it is not defended by an army compe-
tent to take the open field. Huch an
uriny, however, could be rapidly as-

sembled there, unless active ojiera-tion- s

at other points should divert
them. Jf Cologne were once possesstl
by an invading army, a compara-
tively secure line of operations could
be projected, which should follow a
Macadamized road through a practi-
cable country, either to Cassel or to
Hanover.

Drusus thought it necessary to forti-
fy Bonn, but modern warfare does not
seem to require it, since the onluauce
and trains of these days require good
roads ami an open line of conimuni-uations- ,

such as could not pass west
ot the EMel Mountains without being
in great danger from the garrison at
tiologne.

Two small rivers How northward
between Aix La Chapelle and Cologne

tbe Erft, emptying a littie above
Dusseldorf into the Rhine, and the
Boer, emptying at Roermonde into
the Meuse. These are the only ob-

stacles between the frontier and the
Bhine, in au Aix la Chapelle-Cologu- e

line of operations. The Erft cannot
seriously impede the advance of an
army; but tho Roer olfers special
facilities for a line of defense from
LMren Jullch, across the two prin-
cipal carriage roads aud the railroad.
The Mouse, with its forts at Maest-ric- ht

aud Venlo, secures the frontier
north of Aix la Chapelle, so long as
Holland remains friendly to the
North-Herma- n Bund. That Aix la
Chaielle, though uufortilitd, Is a
loint of considerable strategic
importance, will appear from a
mere glance at the topography
of Fastern Belgium. The Ardeman
Wald, covering very irregular
mountains and valleys, and streams,
offers an army no favorable eastward
passage at any point between Luxem-
burg and Liege. From Liege, a rail-
road and an excellent Macadamized
road pass through Aix la Chapelle to
Cologne. From BrusseLt to Liege the
(ommunieation is direct and easy.
From Paris to Liege, the old and often
traveled road, via Valenciennes, Mons
and Brussels, is the most favorable,
and Valenciennes, Le (jnesnoy and
Maubeuge, could serve as an excellent
base of operations, if neceaaary. An-
other practicable route is via Mezleres,
or Rocroy, and the Meuse. But
whether an invasion of Herman ter-
ritory across the Belgic frontier may
be expected at all, iu a war between
France and Uermany. must depend
principally upon the attitude Belgium
assumes toward the belligerents.

The Argon ne forest furnishes an ex-

cellent barrier against any invading
army which may enter France on a

ls line of operations.
The principal and moat direct passage
is via BL Menehould, and thii is tbe
one which was forced by the Prussian
under the Duke of Brunswick, much
to the discredit ol Ita defenders.

waa so impressed with the
ad vantage of these passes that he ex-

claimed, ou occupying them, "Vuila
let Therinoyyl de la France!"

Verdun, Montmedy and Longwy
are all strongly fortified, and ought to
detain any invader long enough to al-

low au army to gather on the Meuse
or in the passes of the Argonne forest.
Mate, however, ia Uie most important
strategic point in this part of France,
and, when the works now building are
completed, will be the strongest fort-

ress. A strong wall, with bastions, in-

closes a city of 50,000 inhabitant, and
is garrisoned by 10,000 men. The for-- t

locations are irregular, but were very
slroug eveu before the war or ibuu,

and since then important works have
lieen laid out, and earned forward to
au advanced stage, ou four commaud-iu- g

sites. These allow for the improved
rauge of the latest ordnance, as
well as for the destructive force oi
mods-r- projeetdes. Two pertnauenl
bridges upau the Moselle at Uiat point,
where is also Uie confluence of the
Heille. The Moselle itself sends out
an arm which incloses a part of the
town, aud is called tbe navigable
Moselle, since the principal stream is
interrupted. Hi case of a siege, the
water can be sufttcienUy raised in
these streams to inundate tbe low
grounds on the south and southwest
sides of the town, making those
fronts doubly sure. Metz rail
and carriage roads lead down the left
lank of tite river, a day's march, to
Thionville, crossing Uie Orne by sepa-
rate bridges, which may both be coin-- ii

ninded by a battery posted on the
opposite bank of the Moselle.

Thionville is a small town inclosed
by regularly laid out works, with six
bastions aud ravelins, and covered by

ten advanced ranettei. TrretT4vr-bridge- d

here, and fanna an . .mmi in
the center, which is strongly fortified.
The bridge is also defended by a strong
bridge-bea- d, with three bastions and
two ravelins. Commanding eleva-
tions on either side of tbe river invite
the enemy's hatterfen. The vnhie of
Thionville, if captured, might not be
very great so loug as Metz should re-

main intact, unless as a secondary
base for operations on the Moselle
line, Metz being far Uie strongest, and
still enjoying easy communication
with the east as well as the south aud
west.

The Mi furnishes the most di-

rect possible line of operations be-
tween Franca and Prussia ; it runs in-
deed, almost on the direct line be-
tween Berlin and Paris; and which-
ever party should undertake an inva-
sion, would require a strong special
reason for operating on any other line.
We have found the French part ui' tho
Moselle aud the neighboring districts
to lie strongly guarded, and we now
come to au examination of the Her-
man defeusoaof Uie Moselle lino.

Laixemburg was Holland's strong-es- t

fortress; aud for guarding the
frontier aud dclendiug the Rhine, as
well as for covering aud supporting
an invasion o Jr'ratice, no belter pMf
tion can be found. '1 he dismantling
of tho works was nevertheless con-
sented to, as the price ot peace. Yet
the work of destruction is so partial,
or advances so slowly, as stilt to bt
the occasion of complain; . And this
is not surprising, for though the Prus-
sian soldiers are missed from fhe
streets aud walls, and two or three
roads have been opened through the
ramparts on the weaker side, yet
the outward aspect of tbe rug-
ged eastern face has not changed
m a single feature and in
case of war, the first body of troops to
reach the town woultl soon fortify the
points now exposed, and then enjoy
all tbe advantages of one of ihe
strongest places iu Europe. Vet Uiis
strength is more natural thau artifi-
cial, and no combination ot powers
can exjtect to raze nature's bulwarks
by a mere word, even though it be a
more just word than that which
doomed this fortress Can either Hol-
land or Prussia lie nquired to till up
at enormous cost tho immense ravine
which almost encircles the great for-

tress, or to blow up the casemates
hewn in the lace of the living rock on
which the city is built? 11 not, then
Luxemburg must remaiu tor ages
considerably stronger than either
Vicksburg or Jerusalem which latter
it much resembles.

The only well advanced Prussian
fortress for tbe defense of the Rhine at
the iron tier. isHaariouis a small and
antiquated work on the Laar, the
chiet tributary of tbe Moselle. This
is entirely inadequate to Uie demand
for an advanced post to hold Uie
enemy in check whdethe army is mo-

bilized and brought forward, or for a
base ot operations against Metz, Thi-ouvill- e,

Verdun and Farts. Very im-

portant and practicable roatls lead
from here to Metz, Treves, Mayence,
Manheim and Landau. The unioni-
sed town of tiarbrnck boasts of a simi-
lar junction of excellent Macadamized
roads leading to all of these important
military points. It is proposed to
build several single forts in Uie most
important passes ol this district, as
we learn from Lieutenant Widdern,'
a Herman officer, to whom we
are indebted for many careful
topographical delineaUons, as w ell for
narrations of the Rhine campaigns
between 1702 aud 1816. Widdern be-

lieves tbe Rhine should be defended
as far forward as possible, declaring
the Hermans unworthy to possess it,
if they would seek to de.end it only
stamling liehind it. He looks upon
the valley ot the Moselle, in the vi-

cinity of Treves, as the Faris gate of
Herniany, and laments that it is so
carelessly left ojien. He advocates the
restoration of Montroyal, as a substi-
tute for Luxemburg. The former
stronghold was razed in oliedience to
the terms of the peace of Ryswick.
It lay on the river, about twenty-liv- e

miles lielow Treves, in a position
strong by nature, aud commanding
not only all water and laudconimuni-cationsalon- g

the Moselle, but also the
road over the llundsrtiek to Bingen.

The strongest defensive point on
the Rhine is Khrenbreitsteio, oppo-
site CoWenz and the mouth ol the
Moselle. This is an chiborate fortnus,
laid upon, or hewn into, n rocky blntr,
which proudly lifts itself ;7i fcot
above tlie right bank of the river, and
overlooks a large landscape to the
west and 'south. On the northeast,
however, are bigher hills, which

gradual!-,- ' from Ehrenhreitsteiii,
and from which the torlres- - :1n I...

bombsrded wilh great facility. The
writer of this was podtively and per-

sistently refnsed permission to exam-
ine this ex posts I -- ide of tbe fortress,
or even to take the view therefrom.
This delicacy can hardly be to con. .mI

the strength of the place. Vet it is

said that two or three lines or bas-

tioned works have leen skillfully en-

gineered and thoroughly built on the
weak side, so that the Prussian en-

gineers pronounce it as strong as
the faces more favored by nature.
This is quite possible, for the west-
ern face has also an evident
element of weakness in the high walls,
built ot small and irregular stones, to
enlarge the area of the fortress and to
present a more regular front. These
walls are not calculated to resist mod-
ern projectiles, ritid will purely be bat-

tered down with dispatch as soon the
enemy's guns get into position within
rangi-- . Whether such damage would
aflect the tenabillty, or only the
beanty of the fortress, hi an open ques-
tion. The bomb-proo- f are repre-
sented as very strong, and woultl per-

haps not be weakened though all the
artificial walls were broken up and
rolled down iuto the Rhine. It is
ominous, however, tbat admission to
all of the interior covered parts of the
fort is also refused to strangers, in
lttiil tbe French entered the fortress
from the northeast side with very lit-U- e

difficulty, having first created a
diversion for the garrison. Lter tbe
Dlretrtory laid siege to the stronghold,
and after three failures finally cap-

tured it. We are given to understand
that a frilnreuf supplies was the occa-

sion of the surrender. But some ier-so-ns

say that Colonel Faber, w1k com-

manded the place during Uie jlege ac-

knowledged that the French cannon
had wrought irreparable mischief, and
made the post untenable, and that the
failure of supplfoj scarcely hastened
the surrender. Th. Prjsnch blew up
the whole fort upon their BF&ouation,
after which Prussia devoted ten years
to the restoration and perfection of the
works, so that now they ought to sur-

vive as uiuf'h fire as did Fort Sumter.
Ehrenbreitstoiu admits a garrison ot
fourteen thousand men, nd its maga-
zines will hold provisions enough for
this force for five years. A well in
tbe rock furnishes an unfailing sup-

ply of water. At the foot of Khren-breitstei- n,

at the water's edge, is a
new caemated work nearly finished,
which U Intended to be bomb-proo-

and is designed to sweep the river at
short range, where tbe guns of the
fortress would be harmless on account
of the great depression of aim re-

quired. Fort Aster.tein lies on tbe
same side ot the river, a little to the
south. It Is a separate fort ol consid-
erable strength, Is situated on a mode-
rate elevation, and is itaelf supported
by three small outworks.

The city ot Coblenz Is surroundod
by aatronj; wall, which is pierced on
the land side by only two gates, and
these arc swired by caseruatcd towers.
The walls of the town, howevoj--, can-

not be reached without a struggle, for
on tho same side, both ol the Rhino
and the Itoselle, are the two strong
forts, Alexander and Constautine,
supported by a third work, which Is
.mito nia I. Fort Alexander Is the
strongest and most important point
in this vicinity, except Ehrenbreit-steiu- .

It lies on Uie Karthause hill,
about Uiree hundred and twenty feet
higher than the city, and would natu-
rally bo tbe object of tbe first atten-
tions oi tbe euemy in case of a siege,
since Fort Alexander having been
captured, Coblenz would be no longer
tnn.iliiti Mill 1 a rttxoiivr lire eoulc! be
con nUated upon lite river as well as
land side of Uie works across tbe Mo- -

" Der Rhein und dlo Ttheinfeldzuge.
Von Oeorg Cardinal von Wtduern."
Berlin, 18Ct,

seileand Rhine. Fort Franz, on Ui
ieit bauk of Uie Moselle, occupies
a moderate elevation, and commands
,i. - . ; ! - . , 1 .1 J i.i . 1mc lnuiLiou ailing tuo niliue, nut
the carriage I'oads to Cologne
and Treves, besidesorming, together
with three smaller works, a sort of
fortified camp for s large body of
troops. All of this lies under the
go as of F.hrenbreitstein.

An army of 100,000 men can en-cat-

under cover of the various forts
about Coblenz. They can communicate
easily between the opposite banks of
both river?, ry means oi me raiiroaa
and pontoon bridges across the Rhine,
and the permanent railroad and car-
riage bridges across the Moselle.

This strong position could be turned
by crossing the Rhine at Neuwled
the point where Cesar first crossed
and advancing directly northward by
a Macadamized road through the
W -- terwald. This, however, would
be a perilous undertaking, and though
tin. passage should be made without
inbrniption, a line of communica-
tions could not jxissibly be kept open
so near to Coblcn..

Tho Moselle, therefore, being so se-

curely held at its month by the Her-mau-

and in its upper course by the
French, can afford but a difHcnlt line
of operations for either; but tho great
facility of further ojierutions, cither
northward or southward, when this
line .should be once fairly conquered,
would make it seem worth the un-
dertaking.

The river Latin, nnpiomising its it
appears, has dinvted aud assisUsl the
march of many an army between the
Ithinc and C.tsscl. The ruggfd banks
are guarded hy many a high blufi", ami
the rail and carriage reads have made
their way through with great diffi-
culty, the former being obliged to pass
thncighascoreoftuiinelstietween Krus
and CRcssou. Marrow passes at Lalin-stci-

Nassau and Die., might easily
be held by a tow men against an
army, for a short Umv, bnt all
of these positions could he turned,
and the river could even he avoided
altogether, if only the bridges at
Nassau and Limbtirg could be held.
The Lahn is navigable as far up as
Wetzlar, and, il nnolistrocted, might
be very uw-lu- l for the transportation
of supplies. There are eight perma-
nent bridges over Uie Lahn, liesides
those already named aud tlie railroad
bridges ; and four large rood pass from
tbe Lahn through the Taunts Moun-
tains toward Mayenee or Frankfort.

The Nab." is not a navigable river,
and its chief military importance is
as a slight additional barrier in a
reziou which is almost impassable
without it. The rugged character of
the river banks near iJingen, as td

all the way from Coblenz to the
vicinity of Mayence, ha3 become very
generally known, on account of its
ran? beauty.

Mayence, with Castel just across the
Rhine, forms a very important sta-
tion for the defense of the river. May-
ence is snrrounded with a bastioned
wall, which In parts is new. while
the larger portion is very old. The
moat is dry except on the north front,
tin the southside is the citadel, with
its two bastions and the Rigclstein.
A row of ports and lunettes surrounds
the first wall, a littie in advance; and
still further out, but -- ot far, are seve-
ral detached forts, some of which oc-

cupy higher ground than the low
plain of the city. The largest of these
is Fort Weisonau, which has a good
position ou high ground opposite tbe
mouth of the Main. Below the town.
on the Bingen side, a fourth line of
works has lieen commenced, coDSrd
erably in advance of the third, since
good ordnance can reach the city over
all three lines as tbey now stand.

Casfel forms a large bridge-hea- d to
the pontoon bridge. It is composed of
live i3tions, w ith adtten nited with
water, and with four lunettes covering
the curtains. A short distance below
Castel. and connected with it hy a
wall, lies Fort MontetieHo, a work of
some strength, which could he very
useful in case of an attack from the
direction of Biebrich, or in case a
cros-m- g should be attempted by way
of tho two slightly fortified islands,
Peter's Aue and 1 ngelheimer Aue. A
small fort stands in either angle ol the
two formed by the junction ot tbe
Main with the Hlnne, and good

connect the lower fort
with Castel. Huslavus Adolphus
fortified this point in the thirty years'
war.

A railroad bridge spans the Rhine
above the junction with tbe Main, and
is protected hy a new bridge-hea- d ou
the right bank, aud by Fort Weisenau
on the lelt.

The importance of holding firm pos-
session of tbe mouth of the Main, can-
not be estimated too highly. Custine
tixik advantage of the weakness of the
place, in the campaign uf 1298, and
with a comparatively small army,
operated so successfully in the rear of
tbe I'ruesians, as to hasten their re-tr-e

it and throw the contest track upon
Herman soil. The Main is navigable
as far up as Bamberg, and is con-i- n.

t.d with the Danube by a
canal running parallel with tke
Itegnitz. Political changes have
rendered this line between tbe Rhine
aud Dauube, lar less important for
military uses, thau when Wartenato-ben- ,

aud Jourdan, and Napoleon I.
operated ou it. The Main, however,
is always likely to play some Utile
part in any great struggle on tbe
ithinc. Its lower course communi-
cates directly between the fortress at
Mavetiee. and the went railroad ."ti
ter at Frankfort. Sixty miles further
up it passes the fortified old town of
wurzhurg, with its tone ondge and
easy communication in almost every
lire ion. And from the bead ot

navigation at Bamlierg, a railroad fol
lows the upper Main northward, via
iiof, to Aiteuburg and i.eipxig; and
good carriage roads lead to ticnleitz,
or to Co burg and Rudolatadi.

The fortifications of Manheim were
destroyed during tbe Conference of
Uastudt, in 1700, and have never been
rebuilt. The Neckar, which is navi-
gable as far as Heiihton, and empties
here into tho Rhine; the nuhoaj
which crosses the Rhine here, aud the
vorious carriage roads and bridges
which lead to the city, make Manheim
a plate of considerable strategic im-
portance. Tbe good marching roads
from here to Darmstadt northward,
through the Oden wald anu to Wura-bur- g

eastward, make this a favorable
point for turning the position

at Mayuiu-e- . A very imitortant road
runs from Manheim ajmost direct to
Metz. by way of Turxheim, ivaiaer- -

siautern aud Saarbruek. Another
road, branching from this one at
Kaiserslautern, and running north-Wsvr- d.

passim just east ol Donnersburg
and through to Mayence. Tbe road
from Metz to rars-uemine- s and
Zweibrucken runs thence through Ue
liaardt Mountains to Landau and
Hormersbeim.

i.tndau occupies an advantageous
position In this important highway,
and just on the edge uf the great plain
of the middle Rhine, to be what ft hitri
been called In French history, ' Le
Boulevard de 1' Alsace." Vet it is bat
an fortress, as we nee by the
frequency oil its siege and capture.
Daring the Thirty Years' War It was
seven times captured and recaptured.
In KJHJ Vauban fortified It securely by
building a caaenjated wall supported
by earth bastions. UU work lias since
been often tested, and though its
power of resistance was nattering to
the engineer, it has nevertheless been
unequal to the program of tbe science
of war, Jn 1702, for instance, it held
out against Uje Imperial array eighty-fou- r

days, at Uie end of which Ulue it
capitulated, but waa given up to
France again two months later, after
the battle of (Spire. Herniany regained
it in 1814.

Tbe broad and fertile plains on either
side of tbe Rhine, lrora Heidelberg to
Noustadt, and froni tbe Black Forest
to the Vosges Mountains, are the
special battleground of tbe Rhine,
and have been the theater of more
horrors than civilized countries are
often obliged to witness. The very
names of Tilly, Tureuue, Meiac and
Louis XIV. are execrated try tbe in-
habitants of tbe old Palatinate, be-

cause tsssocioted with the memory of
burning cities and butcaered families.

Neither the Queieb, nor any other
except the III, of tbe tributaries of the
Rhine between Basle Mid Manheim,
is navigable for steamers. Yet there
are two forte on the Qneich Landau
and Hermersheim, The latter U at

its oon!Woee with tbe Rhine, and is
the Last Herman fortress we shall find
lying on the river, as we ascend. Here
is alio a well defended poutoou biicUce,
which is all tbe more important for
being the only one which is fortified
between Mayence and Kebl.

is inclosed bra very irregu-
lar work, which is itself incli ct n
semi-circl- e of small forts, resting on
the rtvr above and betow the town.
The island Elisabeth worth is also forti-
fied. A strong bridge-hea- d, on the
right bank of tbe river, supported by
two large forts, with deep moats tilled
with water, secures tbe bridge (uite
as much aa its temporary character
seems to merit. The fcttitkationa
bene werestrenjrtfo'ned and enlarged
iu 18.15, at a trt .it .'U.nns.
This outlay is more than justified,
when we consider not only the im-
portance of a secure cro-sniu- iu this
vicinity, but also the m
guarding th easy communication
with the interior opptwite ib - point
aud the railroad juuc.ioti ti

At Weisseuburg ihe . tuti fron-

tier descends from tiie mown tains into
the beautiful aud fertile plain of
Alsace, followiuii. tin' rim Lanier to
the Rhine, wbith France enjoys lor
ber eastern boundary from ihi l..u-terbur- g

to Uasle. The "Wei stwhing
Line" was built under the direction
of Marshal Yillars iluwuig ti war of
thertpHiiisb succession, and r m isted
ofa chain of light works running from
the left bank of the Rhine, along lite
I.4Uter, nearly lOmilts WearStMiburfj
itseif being surrounded with walls
aud towers while aiioveii dotal llio
majestic live-bastio- d " Burg.Vst-uug.- "

This whole liue was abau-doue- d

iu 1807, by imperial decxee,
(bough ibe works veru not rtuwd.
Tite same decree degrud .1 liacuau,
which never had served any vry im-

portant purptase as a fortrt? unless
111 guarding tbe imperial jewels of
Frederick 1.

Tbe Vonves mountain . tin parallel
with tbe Rhine, and form a second
barrier for tite French frontier. Like
(lie mountains ot the Black Forest
across tbe Rhine, they arc highest aud
broadest in liter southern part, Ihe
Vosges attaining a bight of I mm leet,
and a breadth of twenty-liv- e miles.
All Uie practicable paaaes through
these mouutains have been fortified
according to their importance. The
must northern road is eoounaBMled by
Uie fortress at Bitscii, which in i,.' laud
1S15 withstood several spirited at-
tempts on the part of the Prussian to
capture it. It has a deep ditch hewn
iu Ibe rock, and has lceii considera-
bly strengthened quite recently. The
minimum garrison is eight hundred
men. Forts Petite Pierre and Iiii

are small works in small
frasses.

The great central passage is by way
of Haverue, aud is held by the Fort
at Pfaisburg, supported by Strasburg
on tbe Rhine, opposite. Pialzburg is
not very strong at present, bin il

leen projiosed to strengthen it, aiiJ
establish a fortified camp there.

Between Lav-ern-e and Btifort, are
only two practicable passes by way
of St. Die, aud by way of Remire-tno-nt

aud these seem to be sufficient-
ly guarded by the fortresses iu the
plaiu, aud by Belfort. The latter
stands in tbe middle of tbe opening
between the Jura and Vosges Moun-
tains, and is an important junction
for all kinds of land communications,
being in the direct road between Uasle
and Paris. It has been moderni.i t

and strengthened, and is probably
quite equal to the demand upon it,
considering tbat tbe pass is so tar
-- outh, and that Belfort is supported
by several other forts along the Douhs.

To return to Herman we find
tbe moat important stronghold of the
eastern side of the Rhine valley al
RastadL on tbe Murg. This fortress
lies on the plain, about four lnii, - back
from the Rhine, and is both modcru
and extensive. Three large forts
Ludwig, on the right bank ot the
Murg, and Leopold and Friedrieh, on
the left with strong bastion-- , wet
ditches, cast-mate- redoubt-- , rege-
lated walls, lunettes and low"
as .strong a combination can . ex-

pected where there is no more advan-
tage ol grouud. A fortifii .1 camp an
easily be laid out in connection with
these works, and may be quite net --

sary for this post since neither the
valley of the Murg nor the Strasbtirg-Htuttga- rt

line is commanded by the
fortress sufficiently to .re . ut its u .

if the stationary ordnance is alone to
be feared.

The bridge over the Rhine at K. h
is slightly fortified on the Herman
side, aud is tbe only German defei ive
work iu the Rhine valley south oi
RasUdl.

The Black Forest Lsquitc a- - difficult
of passage as tbe Vosges Mountains,
the mouutains oi (he former being
somewhat higher, and passe re
difficult and circuitous, and more
easily obstructed. The Valley of the
Kinzig and the Hollcu Valley arc the
two most important p - -

Rhiue through to the Uppei Dan u lie.
Both are quite practicable, and only
the .strong fortress ol Clm, Car down
the Danube, seems to obstruct their
Hues of operations; though we should
suppose either pass migbt beheld by
a small force, if Moreau, in sweeping
the Black Forest, had not so readily
driven out Uie Austrian forces which
were posted in each of them.

atrasburg has nearly 90,00 i nhabi
tants, who are of Herman descent, but
who speak both Herman and Frent h
with equal difficulty and defect.
France has strengthened the fort ress
considerably quite recently, and is
still making improvements. The iu-Uo- ned

enceinte is surrounded with a
moat filled with water. The out-
works and detached forts, small and
large, finished and unfluiaiied, to-

gether with tho fine citadel on the
eastern side, contribute so much
strength to the main work, that Stras-bur- g

Ui not considered inferior even to
Meu. The town ilea on the 111, but
almost touches tbe Rhine, and secure-
ly holds tho French side of the bridges
here.

Further up the HI, He the large
towns uf !i'hifitt3tadt and Colmar, the
former being fortified by a tiatiumd
work, with ravelins .and wet ditcht
It secures tho important communica-
tions, by rail aad otherwise, along the
plain and over Uie mountains.

Neu-BxeLia- lies on the Rhone
Canal, about a mile west of the Rhino,
and is fortified with strong tower-- ,

and, together with Fort Mortier, ly-

ing near the river, requires a garrison
of more than 0000 men. Alt-B- n

W&s also once fortified, and was
considered "TheKjoyof Uormauy ;"
but tbe Uermany of to-da- y is another
Germany, and has a different key.
From the Cincinnati C'OLutiict. i u.

ZUBOPKAX ALLIANCES.
The question is on all Hps, " Whi h

ot tbe two gnat powers, if there
should be war, wiU wiu?" Tbat

Uie alliances which the two
belligerents will be able to form, ou
the number of combatants which tbey

be able to put into tbe field, on
ereaadity ol tbeir movements, on

tbe genius at tbe generate who . on-oei-

tbe plans of campaign, and ou
the ability of the officers to whom
tbeir execution is intrusted. As re-

gards alliances, there can be but little
doubt tbat there exists one between
France and Austria; but it is hardly
probable Uiat tbat alliance is an oiien-iv- a

apd defensive one. Although
Count Von Beuat, ever since he was
placed at the head of tbe Austrian
government, has strongly leaned in
his foreign policy toward France, yet
he and bis imperial master, Francis-Joseph- ,

have too lively remembran-
ces of tbe disastrous results of thecam-paig- n

of 1 atnri, and tbe HtUe reliance
that eould be placed ujon the prom-iu- a

of the cabinet uf Uie Tuileries, to
raah blindly into Uie arms of t he latter
and join it in a war which no matter
what consequences it might have for
France, might easily result in the dis-

solution of tbeAustrian monarchy. At
the best, this Franco-Austria- n aUhurce
is simply a reverse of what the t

cttrMate between France and Austria
amounted to in tbe year I8ta, uamely,
that France should, for a tunc, pursue
a sort of temporizing policy: ami when

dwaraa war, as it was i
would surety be tne casw,
eon the beilioarents in a

most favorable to Austria.
tm ejrtBBOWtinary success wium

t .1... lrn.4MM.crown co tne armsoi wro ' , 7,
from tbe very first prevented me
French Government from carrying


